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U.S. Military Aid To Peru To Expand Anti-drug War, &amp;
Fight Leftist Guerrillas
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, April 24, 1990
According to a report by the New York Times (04/22/90), on April 20 the State Department
authorized US Ambassador in Peru Thomas Quainton to sign an agreement with Peruvian Defense
Minister Julio Velazquez Giaccarini permitting $35 million in military aid to be paid out. The
funding will be channeled into fighting the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels, and to expand
anti-drug efforts in Peru. For fighting the guerrillas, the US plans to construct a military training
base near the Santa Lucia anti-drug operations base in the Upper Huallaga Valley. Six battalions
are to be trained and equipped. The US money will also provide river patrol boats, and refurbish
20 ground-attack jets. Unidentified officials quoted by the Times said the trainers members of
the US Army's Special Forces are to be restricted to the training base, and will not participate in
operations. US and Peruvian officials are discussing the possible construction in 1991 of a second
anti-drug operations base, in a new coca area emerging around the Tombo and Ene Rivers. Next,
the Peruvian police training camp in the area, at Mazamari, may be expanded. Twelve US Special
Forces advisers are currently at Mazamari to anti-drug police units. The Bush administration plans
to request new radar for the Huallaga as part of its 1991 $35 million aid request for Peru. Sendero
Luminoso reportedly controls large parts of the Upper Huallaga, and has adopted the cause of coca
growers. In return for protection against government troops and other security forces, the rebels
collect "war taxes" from the growers and operators of the Colombian processing laboratories. In
the last seven months, Peruvian and US helicopter teams using nine UH-1H Huey helicopters on
loan from the US operating out of Santa Lucia have dynamited 14 clandestine air strips used by the
drug runners. Since operations began last September, the police have destroyed 90 laboratories and
13,000 square yards of coca seedbeds. In an interview from Washington with the Times, Sen. John
Kerry (D-Mass.) said, "I am concerned about our getting involved, without enough discussion, in
the middle of a civil war." Peruvian journalist Gustavo Gorriti, who is writing a history of Sendero
Luminoso, said: "It is throwing gasoline on the fire. The bases will be converted into visible symbols
for Shining Path recruiting propaganda." (Basic data from AP, 04/21/90; New York Times, Notimex,
04/22/90)
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